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ESTEEMED ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENTIST TO GIVE PRESIDENT’S LECTURE
MISSOULA-This year’s Lucile E. Speer Memorial Lecture at The University of Montana will
feature renowned Duke University environmental science Professor John Terborgh.
Terborgh is James B. Duke Professor of Environmental Science and director of the
Duke University Center for Tropical Conservation. His talk at UM will examine “Parks in
Peril: Why There is a Tropical Biodiversity Crisis.”
The lecture begins at 8 p.m., Tuesday, April 27, in the University Theatre. It is free
and open to the public.
The Speer lecture, held each academic year in conjunction with the President’s Lecture
Series, is one of UM’s premier speaking engagements. It is presented in the memory of Lucile
E. Speer, who retired in 1968 after 40 years as a UM faculty member, the last 30 years of
which she served as documents librarian. Speer was a delegate to the 1972 Montana
Constitutional Convention, and was awarded an honorary doctorate of humane letters from
UM in 1977. She died in 1987.
Terborgh’s Missoula visit was arranged by UM’s Erick Greene, associate professor of
biology. Terborgh, who was Greene’s thesis adviser at Princeton, is a “phenomenal
naturalist,” Greene said. “This is the only lecture he’s agreed to give this year, so we’re really
lucky to have him here.”
-more-
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Terborgh, who holds a doctorate in plant physiology from Harvard University, is a
specialist in tropical ecology and conservation. His primary concern is with the consequences
of habitat fragmentation, as well as applications of ecology to conservation.
"Things are going wrong with our environment, even the parts of it that are nominally
protected,” Terborgh wrote in his 1990 book “Where Have All the Birds Gone? Essays on the
Biology and Conservation of Birds that Migrate to the American Tropics.”
“If we wait until all the answers are in,” he continued, “we may find ourselves in a
much worse predicament than if we had taken notice of the problem earlier. By waiting, one
risks being too late; on the other hand, there can be no such thing as being too early."
During his UM lecture, Terborgh will present a general overview of tropical
conservation biology. He also will discuss the conservation aspects of parks in tropical forests.
“Tropical forests are among the most biologically complex places on Earth,” Greene
said. “John Terborgh has helped ecologists understand the processes that are going on in these
very complex places.”
Terborgh also will present a faculty seminar on “Dissecting Nature: The Lago Guri
Islands in Venezuela” from 3:40 to 5 p.m. on April 27.
The Lago Guri Islands were created when a man-made dam formed a vast lake out of
what was a tropical forest. The islands are now home to a diverse and wildly varying collection
of species.
“It’s a natural experiment of sorts,” Greene said. “(Terborgh’s) been able to follow
some rather remarkable changes that have taken place in how these complex tropical forests
function.”
-more-
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Terborgh’s newest book, “Requiem for Nature,” is due out in May from Island Press.
He has been a professor at Duke since 1989, before which he taught at Princeton for 18
years. He has been a fellow with the National Science Foundation, the National Institutes of
Health, the Guggenheim Memorial Foundation, the Pew Charitable Trusts and the MacArthur
Foundation.
Since 1963, Terborgh has made annual field excursions to locations in Central and
South America, the Caribbean and Africa.
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